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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Flynn house, located on a patent known as "Tivis' Adventure", is a
two-story "L" plan structure of fieldstone with dressed guoins, built
in at least two parts. The seguence of construction is confused, a
circumstance exacerbated by conflicting floor and roof plans.

The structure consists of two sections: the main block, rectangular with
an east-west axis; and the wing, with a north-south axis, extending to
the south from the east end of the building, offset from the eastern end
of the main block by several inches. Both sections are of two stories
under gable roofs with ridges on the long axes. The roof of the wing
extends north to cover the corresponding portion of the main block,
while the roof of the latter intersects at right angles and terminates
at the wing ridge. The heavy timber structure of the roofs indicates
that the main-block roof once had a full gable at its eastern end with

a window which overlooked the slope of the wing roof, i.e., there were
once two separate and non-communicating attics) and was later extended
to cover the dead space between the two sections. The window opening
remains in the stone wall of this former eastern gable open to the

dead space, where the butted rafters of the old wing roof remain.

Elevations, beginning on the north and proceeding clockwise:

North: Five irregularly spaced bays on two stories, windows
only, vertically aligned. At a point about a third of the way
from the west end there is a stone arch in the basement with
no apparent function, filled in.

East: Beginning at the north is the blank fireplace wall which
covers half the width of the eastern extreme of the main block. The
remaining half contains no masonry, and once had a frame porch of
two stories. The first story is occupied by large doors with a

very large timber lintel above. The second story is obscured

by vegetation at this time. The eastern wall of the wing is set
back from that of the main block, and consists of two very widely
spaced bays of windows and dormers.

South: The south wall of the wing is blank, the gable end.

West: The western wall of the wing is of three synmetrically

spaced bays, two windows with a central entrance. There is a

door in the second story as well as the first, but no evidence
of a porch or any other external structure to provide access.

There are two dormers, symmetrically placed.

South: The south wall of the main block is exposed in the crook
of the ell, consisting of a double facade of two doors at the
center and flanking windows, a total of four bays. The four bays

See Continuation Sheet 7 age
( CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEE f% :%ECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The scale, proportions and details of this house suggest an important
residence of the latter 18th century. It was probably begun during the
ownership of Rezin Hammond (c. 1770), son of Colonel Nathan Hammnd of
that prestigious ilk of Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

The Flynn house was built on land patented in 1732 by Robert Tivis as
Tivis' Adventury. Even the most recent deeds to the house refer to

the land by its patent name and the chain is continuous into the 18th
entury. It may therefore be assumed that this is the same land which
was conveyed to Nathan Hammond in 1740 and later to his son Rezin

Hammond (Parkhurst, McWilliams). Rezin had by 1775 acguired all adjacent
land, totaling more than 875 acres.

The Hammond family was a large and prestigious clan, mostly of Anne
Arundel County. Rezin Hammond, however, signed himself "of Baltimore
County" (McWilliams). The land around Tivis' Adventure (then in
Baltimore County) seems to have been his principal holding, and it
may be assumed that he made his home there. The Flynn house is a
likely candidate for the residence, being of an age and quality appro-
priate tc the period and status of Rezin Hammond.

The house itself is impressive in size and in quality of workmanship.
The excellent stonework is consistent throughout even though physical
evidence indicates several building stages (suggested by several
inerior stone walls including one interior gable and the odd floor
plan) indicating a brief building campaign. The main block was

built as a double house. It seems not to have been altered to this
stat in its lack of patches or disruption in the stonework. This
would suggest a function other than that of "manor house" while not
completely excluding that possibility. The house was too grand to
have functioned as less than the residence for a plantation manager.
The carriage door in the (east) wall indicates auxiliary utilitarian/
commercial functions, but the major part of the house is undeniably
‘asidential.

There is considerable architectural interest to the house. The puzzle of
the sequence in which parts were constructed has yet to be solved. The
unusual fbor plans, including the "wagon space" and double house poses
another problem. Similarly, the construction of the roof seems to con-

flict with major aspects of the plan. Measured drawings might be helpful
in illuminating these guestions.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Flynn House ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1
are occupied by windows on the second story. Both ends of this wall
have qucins, including the end which abuts the wing. The spacing of

the bays is compressed toward the east end.

West: The gable end of the main wing is blank, except for two small
square windows flanking the chimney in the attic, and a millstone
built into the masonry below the brick chimney in the peak of the
gable.

In plan, the building contains three internal stone walls which may have
once been exterior. The west wall of the wing extends northward; the south
wall of the block is continuous eastward; and there is a wall in the eastern
portion of the main block running east-west at about the centerline from

the extended wing wall to the east exterior wall.

‘The space enclosed by the latter and the north wall of the ell is partitioned
.t the west by a frame wall, clapboarded on the east side, with a window and
a door. The result of these major partitions (excluding the frame) is that
the interior is divisible into a series of €distinct and separate spaces,
although there are doors between these. From the west end of the main
block, going clockwise, there is (1) the "double house" reflecting the
double facade of (4) below, from the westernmost gable wall to the northern
extension of the wing wall; (2) an exrra room in the northeast corner of
the building; (3) the porch or garage or wagon space south of this; (4) the
south wing.

The double house seems to have been exactly that, divided vertically by a
frame partition (north-south) with similar fireplace-cupboard-winder units
at the east and west stone walls. The eastern half is somewhat wider (east
to west) than its counterpart. This is the most independent or self-con-
tained part of the house, and has the strongest argument for being the
earliest as such. There is only one other chimney, that of the east wall
of the northeast room. The area south of this appears never to have been
secured against the weather by anything but large doors. There is a stair
to the basement near the frame wall in this space. The wing is haphazardly
divided into two rooms, a square with a larger "L" shaped roomaround it,

by frame partitions, and has another basement stair at the south wall. The
doors which remain in place or on the grounds nearby are all six paneled.
The woodwork of the fireplace-winder combinations corresponds to the six-
paneled type, and is still in good condition, appearing not to have been
significantly altered from its early 19th century appearance. The mouldings
'hich separate the doors and panels and various facets of these units is a
vide board with two fillets which form squares at their intersections,
which are filled in with roundels.

There is a painting of the house in its most recent inhabited state (c. 1964)
at the McKeldin H.Q., near the house.
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FLYMNI HOUSE

Recoririendations

This house may be too deteriorated to be dealt with properly
within the cavabilities of the DNR, but enough remains, and it

is a significant enough structure, to warrant the highest priority
for funds. Minimum needs include thorough stabilization of walls
and roof and securing against weather and vandals, sealing first
story openings with concrete block if necessary.

The stone shell is still intact to the extent that the building

can be reused. Serious consideration should be given to this
for the immediate needs of the park. Leasing to a private developer
should also be considered if one could be found. In short, this is

a structure of great importance just at the brink of salvageability
and any course which would help retain it should be undertaken.

A decision on the state's policy toward this structure must be
made as soon as possible. If it is finally determined that there
is no hope for the Flynn house, it should be thoroughly documented
and recorded without further delay.
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FLYNN HOUSE, TEVIS ADVENTURE--DESCRIPTION

The Flynn House i1s a stone structure now in ruinous condition
in the McXgldin section of Patapco State Park. The remaining
cvidence f{rom the house indicates that 1t was a substantial
structurc for its time. The original section was a two-story,
two-room plan structure with a one-story wing at the east gable
end. The main facade of the structure faces south and had two
entrances in the central bays of the four-bay facade. These
entrances had paneled surrounds and four-pane transoms. The
unusual conliguration that the structure presently has occurred
when an o]t addition was added on the south side of the wing, a%
?ﬁe wing was en]arged:%wo stories with a gable root rTunning at a
;ight angle to the wmain roof of the house. This addition was also
constructed so that an open space was left between the wall of
the addition and the south wall of the wing. The roof 1s
collapsed on the house and damage has occurred to all of the
interior spaces in the structure. LEssentially, all that remains
is the shell of the building.

The Flynn Housc 1s located 1n the McKealdin arca of the

~Patapsco State Park, east of Sykesville in Carroll County. The
structure 1s located off the 2&cess lane to the park known as
Baltimorz County Road which runs off Marriottsville Road about
.4 miles north of Ridge Road. The house 1is located on a slight
risc of tand in the area between the ﬂorth Brﬂnch and §outh ?ranch
ol the Farapsco River with a commanding site of the surrounding

country. ide.
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The original section of the houst was a two-stor:, four
bay by one-bay stone structure with a one-story, two-bhay wing.
The main section had a two-room plan with interior-cnd chimneys
at each gable end. The main facade had two entrances with six-
panclled doors, paneclled surrounds, and a four-pane transom.
The cntrances werc in the two central bays ol the first story and
had flat-arch stone iintols similar to those found in the windows
throughout the housc. The windows 1n the other two bays on the
first story snd the four bays of the sccend story were six-over—
six sash windows with plain frames and wood sills. Each entrance

- Lernes _
led into a scparate room with a fireplace, windenr stalr, and

built—in cuphoard on ecach gable end wall. The two rTooms wCre
separated by a board partition wall. The west gable cend of the

structure was unfencstrated except for two small windows in the
gable. The gable also contained o small millstone placed in the
stonocyork immediately below the bhrick chimney stack. The north
end of the main scction containcd three windows on each story.
On this side the remains of a molded cornice are injiact. This
facade alsc contained two foundation windows with arched stone
JintclSKﬂJUn the north facade wlere the one-story wing existed
there is no seam along the wall between the one-story wing and
the main scction. There is a seam in the stone work bhetween the
hA
second story of the wing batween the original scction and between
the two storics. Thus it appears that the house s originally
conceived with a main block with a one-room, onc-story scervice
winte that contained a gable-cmd chimney. This was altered when
an o1l wing was added to the south of the house and the roof line

wias carricd over to create a second story above the wing.
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Thus ;hc north facade of the wing contains two windows on cach
story and small windows in the gable end.

The east facade of the structure contains an unusual
arrangencnt whereby a ten-foot wide opening exists between the
avea of the original wing and the arca of the morce recent cll.
The ell wuas constructed as a three-bay by one-bay addition that
ﬁagcedcs (rom the southeast corner of the main block. Thus a
section was crecated between the original wing and the new ell
that bccame a service arca between the two scctions. This arca
was coverced with a roof and constructed in two stories both with

wide door openings. On the east facade of the cll there were two

windows on cach section. The site gently slopes off to the south
at this c¢11. The gable end of the cll 1is unfenestrated except

for a single gable window and an jnterior—end chimney.

The west facade of the ell was the main facade of this

section. It contained a central cntrance with a panelled
surround, flat—arch stone lintel, and stone sill. The bay
above it on the second story also contained an entrance. The

outer bayvs on both stories contained six—over-six sash windows.
Howevct)thc second story door and windows did not contain stone
lintels. This ell addition must have been considered a substantial
improvenent to the house as it was added to the main facade, and
given <haracteristics to indicate its importance to the main
ctvucture. It must have containod a two-story entrance porch

becanuse o f the dnorway on the sccond-story.
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Dratt--Flynn tlousce, Tevis Adventure, Description

Significance.

The Flynn Housc appcars to have been built in the late
eighteenth century by Rezin Hammond. Itsfonly ;%?;e} ofiiand
that was patented in 1732 as Tevis' Adventure. Robert Tevis -
was the original Patentee and the Tevis family was prominent in
the early settlement of this area which was thcnghaltimore County.
In 1740, the 1and:?onveycd to Nathan ltammond of Anne Arundel
County. Nathan Hammond later sold the land to his son Rezin
Hammond, who by 1775 had acquired 875 acres surrounding the house
site. Whilc there is no direct documentation showing that the
Flynn Housc was the one constructed by Rezin Hammond, the style,
ornamentation, and period of the house appcared to be appropriate
for the Hammond residence. |

The structure illustrates a number of characteristics of
the carly architecture in this region. Foremost is the predominance
of quality ficldstone in this region and the preference for stone
as a home building material. Secondly, while the structure contains
some ornamcntal characteristics representing an influent
dwelling, it basically is a modest home with a two-rToom, two-story
plan and a small service wing. The third characteristic is the
unusual aspects regarding the construction of the ell wing,
probably in the last deccade of the cighteenth century or the
first decalde of the ninecteenth century. It presents an unusual
confrguration for the main facade of the house as well as the
plan of the housc.  This characteristic shows that the
architectural character of rural iarmhouscs such as the Flynn

House was not set in a rigid idiom.
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FLYNN HOUSL

necormendations

This house may be too deteriorated to be dealt with properly
within the capabilities of the DNR, but enough remains, and 1t

is a significant enough structure, to warrant the highest priority
for funds. Minimum needs include thorough stabilizatior of walls
and roof and securing against weather and vandals, sealing first
story openings with concrete block if neccssary.

The stone shell is still intact to the extent that the building

can be reused. Serious consideration should be given to this
for the immediate needs of the park. Leasing to a private developer
should also be considered if one could be found. In short, this 1is

a structure of great importance just at the brink of salvageability
and any course which would help retain it should be undertaken.

A decision on the state's policy toward this structure must be
made as soon as possible. If it is finally determined that there
is no hope for the Flynn house, it should be thoroughly documented
and recorded without further delay.
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